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Director Simone Rapisarda Casanova came to NYC for the U.S. premiere of his documentary. 


WE’RE HIRING! JOIN US. 


LATEST STORIES 


TODAY... 
Artists Check CHARGED At SXSW UMG 


Experience— 


TODAY... 


LIVE— 


“Topay. | 
EarlyRise Vocalist Orly Lari Talks New 
Album 'Colors', Covering a Korn Song + 
More— 


TODAY... 
New Directors/New Films Festival 'The 
Creation of Meaning'—> 


Walking through the crowd of casually dressed viewers, a man 
from Film Society of Lincoln Center navigates to the 
microphone on stage to introduce the documentary, Creation VIEW MORE > 
of Meaning, and its director Simone Rapisarda Casanova. 
Another man finds his way to the stage, this one slightly 
shorter sporting weathered brown hiking boots that could 


double as casual boots, faded light blue jeans and an olive 
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green jacket layered over his pickle green sweater. Adding a 
distinct air to the director's presence was his striped scarf that GET TICKETS INFO 
wrapped around his neck in a manner only possible in movies. 


Casanova takes the stage and his light-hearted demeanor is emitted through Lincoln Center's Walter 
Reade Theater as he thanks everyone for attending the screening ofThe Creation of Meaning. Before 
Casanova returns to his seat he says, "Hopefully everyone will still be awake at the end," bringing 
humor and reminding everyone that the screening and Q&A segment is going to run late into the night. 


When the documentary began | expected philosophical topics to be explored because of its deep title. 
Instead it was centered on Pacifico Pierrucioni, a self sustaining farmer that lived in an outlying corner 
of Tuscany's Apuan Alps. Revolving around Pacifico, the topics of political corruption under 
Berlusconi, German land speculation that put Pacifico's land at risk of being bought by "scoundrels" 
as he would say, and the history of the untouched land are explored. We get a sense of the history 
behind the land when a group of children are spouting out all the information they know about the 
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"Gothic Line" that German forces held as their last line of defense during WWII in the mountains. 
Throughout the movie Pacifico teaches us more through numerous conversations with people who 
come to his home. 


Throughout the documentary Casanova uses Discovery Channel-esque shots of the distant misty 
mountains as transitions from one of Pacifico's daily rituals to another. Despite their common use they 
still achieve their goal of showing how isolated the vast hills are but also how peaceful the isolation is 
in the Alps. When we come out of the transitions we are still reminded of how peaceful the land is but 
also how strenuous working the land could be. In the first half of the film the camera follows Pacifico 
in his routine of tending to his hens, goats, and donkey, then we watch his spindly figure haul two 
loads of hay up a hill in the blistering summer sun and the use of his pulley system that helps him 
transport goods up and down the hill. His body shows signs of wear even when he is not tending to 
his land but when he is not working he is making wine or looking out at the land. 


As things play out on screen this feeling that too many things are trying to be condensed into 95 
minutes begins to manifest. The Creation of Meaning skips between exploring the historical 
background, remoteness of the land, and the political corruption that threatens Pacifico's land too 
often and without much structure. In one scene Pacifico would be shown trying to get his friend to buy 
his land, then tending to his land, then standing on a part of his land telling someone how to find his 
home via a small cell phone, turning into a conversation between him and a graduate student about 
the German and Italian partisan bullets found around the land, and then finally give us a brief 
introduction to the political situation through the blaring sound of a debate on the radio. 


It's as if Casanova is trying to mix a drink but pours too many ingredients for the pitcher to hold. 


Aside from the loose structure of the documentary its strongest scene was the close-up of Pacifico 
that showed the years of work in his face, but also allows you to see the worry in his eyes. The scene 
appeared too early to be understood, but in the end when | was able to recall everything, that scene 
was the most memorable for how much feeling was shown in Pacifico's face. 


Q&A with Simone Rapisarda Casanova 


After the credits Casanova and the Film Society official returned one stage for a Q&A to finish the 
night. Casanova had the task of telling how he came to find Pacifico, how he handled shooting the 
final conversation between Pacifico and his German friend, and whether or not the debate that played 
over the radio was real or not. 


Being a native Italian, Casanova revealed that he was referred to Pacifico specifically by someone in 
his family. When he met him, he welcomed him into his house just as he did with everyone who 
passed by unintentionally or intentionally. The final conversation between Pacifico and his friend was 
choreographed and guided by Casanova. He said that he would have to intervene to steer them away 
from certain topics sometimes and get the final conversation that we all watched on screen. The radio 
debate that was played in the background while Pacifico prepared the fire for his breakfast was real 
despite how funny and hostile it was. 


When one audience member happened to ask what happened to Pacifico's property in the Alps, he 
revealed that someone did end up buying it and now it has been plowed up and altered for the use of 
a German company. It was a sad and unexpected end to his story since the documentary ended with 
his friend saying that he would buy the land and allow Pacifico to remain there. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR... 


Theodore Liggians is a writer for CHARGED.fm the Magazine. He attends Rutgers 
University as a journalism major. Theodore is a movie fanatic, who also enjoys 
music and television. Follow him on Twitter: @liggianses 
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